[image: image1.jpg]ve learning
zenship






Pressure Groups
 Group 2: 
Interest Groups and Cause Groups


Seminar preparation

Pressure groups are often divided between those who advance the interests of their members (for example, trade unions) and those that attempt to advance a particular cause (Greenpeace). Using the sites below, take a look at the assumptions that each website makes about its readers/members:

· Interest group site

· Cause Group site

Seminar discussion

What are the main differences between interest groups and cause groups?

Selection 1

Cause Group

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/html/home/home.htm
Assumes that the members of the NSPCC are:

· Important to the group as 85% of the funding comes from the general public. Without the public’s support the service would have to close down and the children would not be protected.

· Committed – the site includes masses of information relating to the successful campaigns that members have taken part in, suggesting it is a worthy cause.

· Forever increasing – since the launch of their Full Stop campaign more than 140,000 have signed up to the cause.

· Making a difference – in 2004/5 members achieved a total of more than £86 million. The site gives the impression that members feel great about themselves due to the success of their efforts.

· Exciting – they take part in a range of fun events including sports and competitions. Also glamorous events such as celebrity evenings and fashion shows.

Interest Group

http://www.teachers.org.uk/
The website has to make becoming a member of the group sound appealing so the benefits have to be stressed. Members of the group are better off because they are:

· Enjoying better conditions and rates of pay

· Provided with a direct personal service

· Protected from unfair treatment

· Covered by group insurance and support services such as insurance cover for personal accidents, hospitalisation, personal property (including spectacles) and malicious damage to motor vehicles in school or college premises.

· Provided with vital information concerning their legal rights.

Selection 2

Interests - NUS - http://www.nusonline.co.uk/
· Assumes a liberal political standpoint that represents students through a low level of voting. Those interested in the campaigns may be more inclined to get involved, thus the unions’ democracies may only really represent those with an active interest in such campaigns, though purports to represent all students.

· Assumes minority groups are aligned with their goals. Also, assumes that its members wish to represent minority groups.

· Assumes the core values of democracy, equality and collectivism are shared by its members.

· Assumes students are against such things as tuition fees, whereas some may not believe in free education.

Cause -  Liberty - http://www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk/ 

· Assumes that its members (i.e. those with restricted liberties) want a democratic and liberal society.

· Assumes that everyone wants equal rights – for example certain religions and religious societies may not value such equalities. 

· Assumes it should influence non-Western societies with Western values, thus assuming that the current Western societal values are the best from human emancipation.

Assumes it better represents the public than the government, and promotes democracy without being operating democratically. Assumes representation without democratic election and is constrained only by its collective conscience. 
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